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 Reformation at Bethel (October 28) will 
again involve eight young people affirming their 
baptisms.  It is the time they will publicly promise 
to live in that special relationship God established 
with them at baptism, probably before they were 
aware of what that was all about.  Over the course 
of the years since that gracious act, their faith has 
been in the process of being formed and will 
continue to do the rest of their lives.  But because 
they have reached the point where they can 
personally respond and claim this relationship for 
themselves, they will be given the opportunity to do 
so.  We celebrate this with them.  
 As baptized members of Christ’s Church, 
we too are encouraged in a less formal way to 
renew our affirmation of our baptisms.  It is similar 
to a married couple renewing their marriage vows.   
So let’s look once again at what our promises are to 
God and assess how well are we fulfilling those 
promises.  
 “To live among God’s faithful people” - this 
speaks to our being present in the life of our faith 
community here at Bethel.  It is the giving of 
ourselves as brothers and sisters in Christ to one 
another.  To do this involves participating in what 
goes on in the life of the congregation.  It is hard to 
realize sometimes how important our presence is to 
others in this family of God.  When we aren’t 
involved and present, we are missed.  We also miss 
the blessing of what others can give us. 
 “To hear the word of God and share in the 
Lord’s Supper” - worship is vital to our growth in 
faith.  Just as we need to eat food for the strength 
and wellbeing of our physical bodies, so we need 
the spiritual food that sustains our faith.  As 
Lutheran Christians we believe word and 
sacraments are essential to our life in Christ.  We 
gather to receive what only God can offer us so that 
we can go back out into the world and live for Him.  
As I remind the Confirmands each year, there is no 
other place they can go to receive the spiritual 
nourishment they need than where God’s people 
gather for worship. 

 “To proclaim the good news of God in 
Christ through word and deed” - as children of God 
we have great news to share and it is not meant to 
be kept to ourselves.  This message of God’s love 
and mercy is intended for all people.  We are the 
means by which that word goes out, not just by 
what we say but also by how we live.  It is no secret 
that saying one thing and doing another does great 
damage to the witness we are to live.  Hypocrisy is 
easy to come by and we, with the Spirit’s help, have 
to be authentic to the faith we proclaim. 
 “To serve all people following the example 
of Jesus” - this is pretty self explanatory.  Jesus is 
the model for our service to others.  We need to 
keep in mind that we are to be “little Christs” to 
those around us.  Our lives are to be defined by, not 
what we can get, but what we can give to others in 
His name. 
 “And to strive for justice and peace in all 
the earth” - we are to stand for what is right for all 
people no matter how different from us they may 
be.  Ours is the role of peacemaker to bring about 
reconciliation between divided parities.  It is a risky 
role, but one we are called to fill again with the 
Spirit’s leading. 
 Let’s join with these young persons to 
affirm our faith, not just for one day but for a 
lifetime. 
    
   Blessings in your faith living, 
   David Sites, Pastor 

 
“Let’s go Christ-Spotting!” 
 
 For the last three years I and several students 
at Wartburg helped out at place called Kids’ Zone.  
Kids’ Zone is an after school program in East 
Dubuque, Illinois, that runs Monday through Friday 
from 3:00-5:15.  We met in what used to be the 
office building for a John Deere foundry that burned 
down years ago.  Children ages 4-13 came to play 
games, get a snack, and get some homework-
tutoring.  Once a month one of the librarians came 
to lead an art project. 

At times Kids’ Zone could be a very rough 
place.  Most of the children who came had “less-
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than-ideal” home lives.  During my time there 
several kids were permanently banned from coming 
because they caused so many fights.   On two 
occasions children broke into the building by prying 
windows open and stole candy.  Although the 
community helped start the program, it was starting 
to loose interest—finding volunteers was like 
pulling teeth.  After days like that, it was often hard 
to go back. 
 One day in class one of my professors at 
Wartburg lectured on looking for Christ as He 
reveals Himself in our midst.  After hearing the 
lecture, my carpool companion and I resolved to go 
“Christ-spotting,” keeping an eye out for Christ 
together.  It wasn’t long before we realized that He 
had been there the whole time among volunteers 
giving up their time, brothers and sisters looking out 
for their younger siblings when their parents didn’t 
come for them, with tutors and children figuring out 
word problems and conjugating verbs.  As we 
sought Him and prayed for our children, we often 
found a greater sense of peace in the midst of all 
that went on… 
 
 Since we arrived here in Holdrege, I’ve tried 
to continue this habit of “Christ-spotting.”  And I 
am happy to say that He has revealed Himself in 
some wonderful places.  He has revealed Himself in 
the nursing homes as spouses care for their loved 
ones.  He has revealed Himself in the hospital as 
doctors, nurses, and staff look after the ill.  He has 
revealed Himself among the volunteers serving 
lunch after the funerals.  He as revealed Himself at 
the Sacrament of the Altar in, under, and with the 
bread and wine and at the Baptismal font.  He has 
shown His power through the hot sun and the cool 
air this week. 
 These are just a few of the places Christ has 
shown up.  I’m sure there are countless more.  
Throughout the weeks to come, let’s all keep an eye 
out for instances of Christ revealing Himself among 
us, and talk about them.  Mention them at the dinner 
table, and ask others where they have seen Christ.  
We may be surprised to see the number of places 
He turns up. 
 In the meantime, happy Christ-spotting. 
  
  Intern Nathan Metzger 

 

 
October, what a wonderful month.  The temperature 
is no longer hot but cool enough to make the 
mosquitos nervous.  High school fall sports; foot- 
ball, softball, cross-country, tennis and other 
activities are starting.  I like football and do have a 
bit of male chauvinism in my blood.  It doesn’t 
come up often, but I have to be honest, I have issues 
when it comes to a female football analysts.  There 
is one on ESPN, I forget her name, but when I see 
her breaking down the X’s and O’s, and telling why 
the slot back should have zigged instead of zagging, 
I think to myself, “What do you know about foot-
ball lady?  You never strapped on the pads.  You 
have never been hit by a 240 pound linebacker.   
You are even scared you might break a fingernail.  
Besides, they won’t let you carry a bag that matches 
your shoes!”  There, I got that off my chest!  Yes, I 
feel better now.  Actually, she knows the game a 
hundred times better than most guys do but her 
knowledge is “academic.”  She didn’t learn it by 
experience.  Please don’t get me wrong, I have 
nothing against book-learning.  But there’s 
something to be said about learning through 
experience.  The next time I fly, I hope the pilot 
didn’t get his license by reading a book “How to 
Fly Jets for Dummies.”  I’m hoping he has logged a 
few thousand hours in the cockpit. 
 That’s what I like about Jesus.  Though He 
is the Son of God, He knows what we face from 
day-to-day from personal experience.  “For since 
He Himself has been through suffering and 
temptation, He knows what it is like when we suffer 
and are tempted, and He is wonderfully able to help 
us” (Hebrews 2:18).  He came to earth, strapped on 
the pads and took his hits.  He felt the pain.  He 
knows the feeling of loneliness, rejection, and 
betrayal.  Whatever we are facing, He can relate.  
He stands ready to help, to provide a way of escape. 
“He is faithful, and He will not allow us to be 
tempted beyond what we can endure, but He will 
provide us a way of escape” (1 Corinthians 10:13). 
 The next time you are facing that 240 pound 
linebacker, look to Jesus for help.  He will make a 
way for you to “follow” him down field for a touch-
down!  
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   God Bless. 
   Darrel Wissmann, PMA  
 

 
 

  
  

 There are a number of folks who are 
instrumental in our Christian education programs 
here at Bethel.  Special recognition goes to Diane 
Dahl who has served as Sunday School 
Superintendent a couple of times in the last few 
years.  Her efforts have been a blessing, not only to 
the students, but also to the Sunday School teachers. 
Thank you Diane. 
 Also it is good to lift up the adult 
confirmation guides for the great work they do with 
the confirmation students.  Two guides who 
completed their ministry this year are Tim Reese 
who served all three years and Sue Lindstrom who 
finished out the last year with part of this year’s 
confirmation class.  Thanks goes to you and all the 
guides for the difference you have made in these 
young people’s lives. 
 
 

  
  8:30 a.m.   
 Bryan Keffeler 
 Elliott Olesen 
 Bill Blackburn  
11:00 a.m. 
     Dr. Stuart Embury 
 Kirk Ronhovde 
 Chris Erickson 
 Dave Dahlgren 
6:30 p.m. Saturday Night Ushers 

Oct. 6 Dan Lippstreu 
Oct. 13 Barry Daffer 
Oct. 20 LeMoyne Exstrom 
Oct. 27 John Skallberg 
  

 
The Bethel Workunit will by tying quilts on 
October 25th at 1:30 p.m.  This will be their last 
meeting of this year.  Come and join the group as 

we tie quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  It’s easy,  
it’s fun and there is good fellowship and food! 
 
 
 
AS A PLACE OF GRACE WE PRAY for each 
other as members and friends of this congregation: 
Oct. 7, 2007 
 Kent & Sylvia Person 
 Ingrid Person 
 Clark Person 
 Drew & Irina Peterson 
Oct. 14, 2007 
 Daniel & Hulda Peterson 
 Alisha Jensen 
 Lawrence Peterson 
 Quinten Peterson 
Oct. 21, 2007 
  John & Jan Ivey 
  John & LoDema Ivey 
  James & Janell Huston 
   Madison, Macey, Matthew 
  James & Jill Huston 
Oct. 28, 2007 
  Stephanie Austin 
  R. Daniel Peterson 
  Richard Peterson 
  Ronald & Doris Peterson    
   
 

 
On behalf of Bethel Lutheran Church Senior 

High Youth & Family Committee – Thank You to 
all persons at Bethel Lutheran Church, Bethel 
Foundation and others who have supported us with 
budgeted items, gifts from the foundation and 
support at all our fund raisers.  Because of your 
support, we have experienced God in our lives, not 
only with the facilities to meet and learn, but to 
experience many different cultures in our travels.  
We are thankful for you and may God continue to 
bless each of you. 

Bethel Senior High Youth 
Bethel Senior High Youth & Family   

   Committee Members 
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Darrel Wissmann, Director 
 
.   

 
 
 

 
Living for Jesus 

  
 Martin Luther said, “If someone would knock on 
my heart and ask, ‘Who lives here?’ I would 
say, ‘Martin Luther once lived here, but he has 
moved out and Jesus has moved in.’” Martin 
Luther lived for Jesus. In Galatians 2:20 the apostle 
Paul wrote that he, too, lived for Jesus. “I have been 
crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ 
lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith 
in the Son of God.” 
 Who or what do you live for? If we live for 
ourselves and the things of the world, we will focus 
our attention and energy on amassing more and 
more things.  It is easy for money and possessions 
to become overly important because our society 
tells us that more is better and that happiness and 
success can only be achieved by having the newest 
and best things. To find happiness and success, we 
work long and hard. 
 King Solomon, who was wealthy and wise, tried 
almost everything and found no satisfaction with 
things of the world. In Ecclesiastes, he tells us that 
he tried wine and women; he built houses, gardens, 
and parks; he bought slaves, herds and flocks, and 
amassed silver and gold. "I denied myself nothing 
my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure. . . 
Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and 
what I had toiled to achieve, everything was 
meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was 
gained under the sun.” (Ecclesiastes 2: 10-11). 
Regarding money, Solomon wrote, "Whoever loves 
money never has money enough; whoever loves 
wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is 
meaningless.” (vs. 5:10). 
 In closing the book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon 
wrote, "Now all has been heard; here is the 
conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep His 
commandments, for this the whole duty of man. 
For God will bring every deed into judgment.” 

(Ecclesiastes 12: 13-14). The only thing that finally 
gave Solomon's life purpose was living for God. 
Likewise, we as Christians understand that Jesus is 
the only person who can give us lasting peace, 
comfort, and security. He alone meets our needs. 
Jesus' tremendous sacrifice showed us His love for 
us and His love compels us to love Him and live for 
Him. Filled with Jesus’ presence in our lives, we are 
empowered to overcome the pull of the world. 
 

 
 
 That is the theme of our mission emphasis at 
Bethel Lutheran Church this fall.  In this 
congregation we have so much to celebrate and be 
thankful for!  Take a look around and see how many 
people are giving their time and talents to lift up the 
generosity of God.  As a matter of fact, many 
people who are doing that do so silently, without 
any praise or recognition.  They serve because of  
their gratitude to God for all their blessings. 
 The Stewardship Committee has planned a 
special week starting on Tuesday, October 30th.  
That evening and Thursday evening, November 1st 
and Sunday afternoon, November 4th there will be 
an opportunity for the members of Bethel to gather 
under our theme.  The activities of each session will 
include a speaker sharing about missions, a related 
Bible study and ice cream social fellowship time.  
At this time the speaker for October 30th will be 
Teresa Evers from Mosaic and November 1st will be 
Rev. Martin Russell from the Nebraska Synod staff 
in Omaha.  Another speaker is being arranged for.  
This week will be followed by Mission Sunday on 
November 11th.  This is a new and exciting way to 
celebrate what we as a congregation are doing and 
to encourage everyone to consider growing in his or 
her personal stewardship.  You will be hearing more 
about these events in the coming weeks. 
 Be sure to join us for one of the session of 
mission week (Oct. 30 – Nov. 4) and Mission 
Sunday!!  Challenge yourself in the coming year to 
grow in your own servanthood!!! 
 
    Stewardship Chairman 

    
�
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Music Coordinator 
Bethel is now taking applications for the Music 
Coordinator’s position.  The job includes planning 
and coordinating the entire music program; 
providing leadership and resources to the organists 
and/or other music leaders active in the program.  
This does not include directing the Sunday School, 
Vacation Bible School, WINGS, Christmas 
Program or worship services, but does involve 
working with these people to help coordinate music.  
This position is paid monthly for working ten (10) 
hours weekly or up to forty (40) hours monthly.  
Applications and job description are available in the 
church office.   

�
BIRTHDAY CEELEBRATION 

FOR 
OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, & DECEMBER 

 
 The Property, Memorial, and Scholarship & 
Grant Committees are hosting the birthday 
celebration for the October, November, & 
December birthdays.  There will be a pot luck meal 
following the 11:00 A.M. service on Sunday, 
October 21st. The committees setting up the 
celebration will provide plates, silverware, glasses, 
refreshments, and desserts.  Those coming to the 
meal are asked to bring two dishes – a main dish 
and a side dish.   
 The celebration will be in conjunction with 
the Clergy Appreciation Month.  The Sunday 
School students will be providing some 
entertainment, as well as others.   

PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND!! 
 

 
 

OCTOBER IS CLERGY   
APPRECIATION MONTH  
“The elders who direct the affairs of the 

church well are worthy of double honor, especially 
those whose work is preaching and teaching” (1 
Timothy 5:17). 

“Appreciate your pastoral leaders who gave 
you the Word of God. Take a good look at the way 
they live, and let their faithfulness instruct you, as 
well as their truthfulness.”  (Hebrews 13:7) 

Beginning in 1992, October was designated 
Clergy Appreciation Month. The mission of this 
month is to uplift and encourage pastors, 
missionaries and religious workers.  It is an attempt 
to counter the negative erosion in the lives of our 
spiritual leaders with the positive affirmation they 
need. Sometimes pastors are the loneliest people in 
the church. Often their hours are long and the 
criticism considerable and constant. Feelings of 
disappointment, discouragement, and defeat may 
begin to plague the best of them. 

The Staff Support Committee of Bethel 
would like to honor and show appreciation to our 
ministerial staff:  Pastor David Sites, Youth & 
Family Director Darrel Wissmann, and Intern 
Nathan Metzger.  We would encourage you to do 
two things.   

One is to do something personally to 
recognize and honor our leaders. A simple card, an 
invitation to lunch, a promise to pray for them or an 
offer to baby-sit, wash a car or mow a lawn make 
wonderful statements.  

 Two is to attend the meal planned for 
Sunday, October 21st, following the 11:00 a.m. 
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service.  This meal will be in conjunction with the 
birthday celebrations for October, November, and 
December.  The Sunday School students will sing 
and there may be other performances.  

 The meal will be a pot luck.  The 
committees setting up the celebration will provide 
plates, silverware, glasses, refreshments, and 
desserts.  Those coming to the meal are asked to 
bring two dishes – a main dish and a side dish.   

 
 
• To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to 
be alive without breathing—Martin Luther 

 

 
Contributed by Nile Buch 

 
After personally interviewing thousands 

upon thousands of unchurched Americans, 
researcher Thomas Rainer has published the results. 
Many of the following findings may surprise you: 
·  Most of the unchurched prefer to attend church 
on Sunday morning if they attend. 
·  Most of the unchurched are not anti-religion. 
·  Most Americans have never been invited to 
church - NEVER 
·  82% of the unchurched are at least "somewhat 
likely" to attend church if they are invited. 
·  2% of church members invite an unchurched 
person to church.. 
·  Most of the unchurched feel guilty about not 
attending church 
·  Very few of the unchurched have had someone 
to share with them how to become a Christian and, 
Christians have not been particularly influential in 
their lives. 
·  The attitudes of the unchurched are not 
correlated to where they live, their ethnic or racial 
background or their gender. 
·  Many of the unchurched are far more concerned 
about the spiritual well being of their children than 
themselves. 

 
 
How is being a Christian 
like being a pumpkin? 

 God sees us, picks us out of the dirt, cleans 
us off, takes the yucky material out of us by 
forgiving us, puts a smile on our faces and places a 
shining light within us for others to see. 
 Jesus said: “Let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16, 
NRSV). 

 
 
Big Red in the Bay 
 
Jeremy Fuerst is a second year seminarian from 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Hildreth, who is 
receiving some financial assistance from the Bethel 
Foundation.  He is attending Pacific Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Berkeley, California.  He 
shares the following: 
 Classes this semester are certainly keeping 
me busy.  Here’s a brief run-down of the academics 
that are filling my plate: 
 History of Christianity I – Our history 
classes are divided in half, with History II picking 
up with the Reformation.  So for now we’re way 
back in the first century!  Considering taking 
additional history classes at the Dominican 
seminary – I love history and I hear they are very 
intense in this area of study – but for now I’m 
enjoying the professor, Marti Stortz.  Faithful 
readers of “The Lutheran” magazine might recall 
her column on the Psalms last year. 
 Biblical Preaching – The focus for this class 
is on developing the process of writing a sermon.  
Of course, we will also work on our delivery as we 
preach two big sermons to the class for feedback.  
 Systematic Theology – Ted F. Peters, our 
professor, has also written the primary textbook for 
the course, God: The World’s Future.  This book is 
also the primary textbook for Systematics courses at 
five other ELCA seminaries and a handful of non-
Lutheran seminaries.   
 Paul – Simply put, the letters of Paul.   
 Latino Religious Expressions – I Chose 
Latino Religious Expressions out of the hopes that it 
will have increased application in the Nebraska 
Synod, where I hope to return.  It’s taught at the 
Jesuit seminary. 
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 In addition to these 15 credit hours, I carry 
my teaching parish duties.  Seeing as I’ve already 
reached a limit beyond which most might read, I’ll 
return to that in a future post.  For now, it’s great to 
be in seminary, if but a little rough to be a Huskers 
fan after an embarrassing loss to USC!      
 
Jeremy’s occasionally weekly but frequently biweekly and 
sometimes semi-weekly updates can be viewed on his blog at 
http://thirdfuerst.blogspot.com/. 
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